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“Conservation farming put first 

things first by attending to the 

needs of the soil—by seeing to it 

that the starting-off place, the 

base, is put into sound health and 

kept that way. Any other 

approach, no matter what it may 

be, always has and always must 

lead eventually to agricultural 

disaster.”   

-Hugh Hammond Bennett 

"Father of Soil Conservation"  

 
The MCSCD was chartered September 1944 by founding 
board members (l ot r): David Hinton, Cuyler Dunbar, 
Banks Batson, James W. Cross, and James G. Childers 

Jr. (not pictured).   Current board members:  
Johnny Head, Chairman 

Paul McKinney, Treasurer 

JD Bumpus, Vice Chairman 

Cody Greene, Member 

Richard V. Davis, Member 

 
MCSCD MISSION 
Soil erosion control and water quality improvement are the 
primary concerns of the District.  It is our mission to coordinate 
assistance and develop locally driven solutions to our natural 
resource problems. We strive to inform land users on ways to 
reduce erosion and improve water quality through a 
comprehensive program of technical, financial, and educational 
resources and making them available to our clients without 
regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religious belief, 
age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status.   

THE MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY SOIL 

CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT is one of 95 
districts in Tennessee 

established under Tennessee 
State Code– 43-14-218.  Local 

districts are responsible for 
conservation programs within 

their counties.  A Board of 
Supervisors, five local 

residents who are 
recommended by a local 

nominating committee and 
appointed by the State Soil 
Conservation Committee, 
administers each district. 
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2017 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST-SHARE & TECHNICAL 2019 CONSERVATION  OVER THE YEARS 

Catchment tanks—Nov 1937 

75 years assisting Montgomery County’s farmers! 

Paul Plummer’s terraces—April 1952 

H.E. Morrison-tobacco planted on contour  

supported by terraces - Aug 1947 

Ewing Harper, Adams, TN -  

strip cropping field - Aug 1967 

Harris Smith. A.K. McCalla. J. Eldridge Price.  

Cuyler Dunbar. W.T. Murphy - cutting SCD Law cake -

TACD Conv - Dec 1964 
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2017 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST-SHARE & TECHNICAL 2019 CONSERVATION  OVER THE YEARS 

MCHS 4H & Land Judging Team Awards  

presented by David Hinton - Dec 1970 

Hwy 76 - cropping system on baxter soil - Sept 1969 

William O. Beach vineyard - rare varieties of grapes 

selected using SCS soils info - Feb 1970 

APSU Club works on project - 1972 

Youth board/volunteer service day—1987 
Hugh Jackson & landowner reviewing Conservation plan—1979 
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2017 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST-SHARE & TECHNICAL 
2019 CONSERVATION  OVER THE YEARS 

Mayor Durrett presents proclamation for  

Montgomery County Soil Conservation District’s 75th! 

September 20, 2019 marked 75 years since the establishment of the Montgomery County Soil Con-
servation as a District. More than 14,000 farm plans have been developed for Montgomery County agricul-
tural use including beginning and veteran farmers over the last 75 years.  The MCSCD has been involved in 
agriculture in the classroom, hosted Future Farmers of America (FFA) and 4-H events, and sponsors an an-
nual scholarship for students majoring in Ag-related fields.  Johnny Head, District Board Chairman empha-
sized, “It is equally important that we teach tomorrow’s generation how to care and work the land both in 
agriculture but also in conservation for water quality purposes and good soil use.” 

WHEREAS, the Soil Conservation District Act was signed into Law by the State of Tennessee 
legislation in 1939, Tennessee State Code – 43-14-201, to allow organization of Soil Conser-
vation Districts to lead the conservation planning effort at the local level; and 

WHEREAS, the MCSCD was the 23rd District to be chartered in the State of Tennessee on Sep-
tember 20, 1944 by founding board members James G. Childers, Cuyler Dunbar, David Hin-
ton, Banks Batson, and James W. Cross, Jr. and is one of 95 Districts in Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, soil conservation and water quality are the best ways to ensure that we preserve our 
land for generations to come and agricultural benefits derived from soil conservation are cru-
cial in the economic growth of this community; and 

WHEREAS, the MCSCD for 75 years has striven to take technical, financial and educational 
resources, whatever their source, and focus or coordinate them so that they meet the needs of 
the local land manager with conservation of soil, water and related natural resources; and 

WHEREAS, September 20, 1944, marks the 75th anniversary of the Montgomery County Soil 
Conservation District of Tennessee and represents a significant milestone in natural resource 
conservation; 

 THEREFORE, I, JIM DURRETT, Mayor of Montgomery County, Tennessee do deem it an hon-
or and pleasure to congratulate the Montgomery County Soil Conservation District on the oc-
casion of its 75th birthday, with sincere wishes of continued prosperity and productive years 
of service to our community.  

(2019 pictured l to r): Richard V. Davis; Paul McKinney, Treasurer; Johnny Head, Chairman; Nancy Holt, Admin.; County Mayor Jim 
Durrett; JD Bumpus, Vice Chairman; Cody Greene 
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CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM  (CSP) 
 

The Conservation Stewardship Program helps 

agricultural producers maintain and improve 

their existing conservation systems and adopt 

additional conservation activities to address 

priority resources concerns.  CSP provides two 

types of payments through five-year contracts: 

annual payments for installing new 

conservation activities and maintaining existing 

practices; and supplemental payments for 

adopting a resource-conserving crop rotation.  
 

  352 NEWLY contracted acres in 

CSP  $34,251.00 

 $26,316 paid out for contract fulfillment on 873 acres 

CONSERVATION RERSERVE PROGRAM  (CRP) 

CRP is administered by the Farm Service Agency, with NRCS providing the technical land eligibility 

determinations, conservation planning and practice implementation.  It encourages framers to convert highly 

erodible cropland or other environmentally sensitive acreage to vegetative cover, such as tame or native grass, 

wildlife plantings, trees, filter strips, or riparian buffers.  Landowners receive an annual rental payment for the 

term of the multi-year contract.  Cost share is provided to establish the vegetative cover practices. 

 $51,093 were paid on continuing CRP contracts for FY 2019 

PARTNERSHIPS, COOPERTIVE AGREEMENTS AND PROGRAMS 

The MCSCD works with the Natural Resources Conservation Service, NRCS, to assist local landowners 

with technical and financial assistance to plan and install various conservation practices that address 

resource concerns on their property. Landowners can request assistance through many different 

government programs administered by our office. Through a cooperative effort with the landowners 

we address resource concerns of Montgomery County and other communities downstream. It is 

important to realize these programs are available on a voluntary basis with the environmental gains 

attributed to the landowner’s actions. Additionally, these projects provide an economic boost to the 

community through local contractors and suppliers. With a cleaner environment we are less likely to 

see more environmental regulations.  

2019 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST—SHARE & TECHNICAL 

*Erin’s Farm, Clarksville, TN 
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP)  is a voluntary program 

that provides financial cost-share and technical assistance to agricultural producers to plan and 

implement conservation practices that improve soil, water, plant, animal, air and related natural 

resources on agricultural land and non-industrial private forestland. 

Montgomery County received $227, 336 in NEW EQIP funding allocated to 

farmers, operators and residents in 19 new contracts on 1,315 acres for the 

2019 contract year.  

 1,181 Acres c0ver crop    

 1 forest management plan 

 21 acres of forest stand improvement 

 3 acres of riparian forest buffers 

 1180’ of streambank and shoreline protection 

 

$ 143,082 PAID to Montgomery County contract holders on completed and 

applied conservation practices in fiscal year 2019. 

 1,948 acres cover crop 

 1 forestry management plan 

 27 acres prescribed grazing 

 2 acres of conservation cover 

 41 acres of forest stand improvement 

 125’ streambank and shoreline protection 

  

2019 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST—SHARE & TECHNICAL 
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TN DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE— 
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION 
FUND   (ARCF) 
 

The ARCF provides cost-share assistance to Tennessee 

landowners to install Best Management Practices (BMPs)      

that reduce agricultural water pollution.  This assistance is 

facilitated through Soil Conservation Districts. 

 $ 57,596 for installed conservation practices on 24 

completed contracts and an additional $53,015 in 

approved funding. 

 1,233 acres of cover crops promoting soil health 

 3 watering alternative watering facilities 

 82 acres of cropland conversion to pasture 

 9 heavy use areas 

 2725 ft. of water pipeline 

 170’ cross fencing for rotational grazing 

 375’ streambank protection/restoration 

 38 applications processed during FY 2019 for 

ARCF projects totaling $172,157 in assistance 

requests. 

Practices needed: 

 streambank repair/restoration on more than 825’ - 
$40,000 

 6 alternative watering facilities 

 3,550’ of water pipeline 

 10 heavy use areas 

 3 grade stabilization structures 

 8 grassed waterway projects 

 6,224’ of cross fencing for rotational grazing 

 1,249 acres cover crops 

“The conservation of 

natural resources is the 

fundamental problem. 

Unless we solve that 

problem it will avail us 

little to solve all others. “ 

-Theodore Roosevelt 

2019 Financial Overview  

Conservation Programs  

USDA/NRCS/FSA:      Funds:  

CSP          $60,567  

EQIP       $370,418 

CRP          $51,093 

Operational Funding      $265,100   

                $747,178 

TDA:  

BMPs            $97,596  

Operational Funds          $ 3,100 

Equipment Grant                    0 

Technician assistance         $ 8,325 

Supervisors Per Diem         $ 1,590  
 

               $ 110,611 
 
Montgomery County Funding: 
Operational Funding & Salaries    $ 37,403 
 

  
  

2019 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST—SHARE & TECHNICAL 

 

Total Appropriated benefit to Montgomery County landowners, residents 
and farming operators through the  

Montgomery County Soil Conservation District: 
$895,192 
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FY 2019 PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 
 

 
Soil erosion control and water quality improvement are the 

primary concerns of the District.  It is our mission to 

coordinate assistance to Montgomery County’s land users 

using the technical advise and planning expertise of the 

USDA—Natural Resources Conservation Service.    

 

 Soil conservation plans developed/revised on 3,921 

acres of land  

 Technical assistance provided to more than 274 land 

users 

 Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil 

quality on 5,036 ac. 

 Cropland with conservation applied to improve soil 

health and sustainability on 1,474 ac. 

 Cropland with an applied Soil Health Management 

System on 144 ac. 

 Land with conservation applied to improve water quality 

on 5,616 ac. 

 Grazing land with conservation system applied to 

achieve a sustainable forage-animal balance on 414 ac. 

 Non-federal land with conservation applied to improve 

fish and wildlife habitat on 126 ac. 

 Conservation applied to improve environmental quality 

on 5,815 ac. 

 Montgomery Co. received and processed 133 

applications totaling just over $911,466 in request for 

assistance 

 $314,602 in NEW funding was allocated to farmers/

operators in Montgomery Co. 

 total of $278,087 paid to cooperators for installed 

practices 

 

 

*Statistics taken from USDA PRS Reporting—Field Measures by office 

2019 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST—SHARE & TECHNICAL 

 

The nation that destroys 

its soil, destroys itself.” 

*McKinney Farm, Woodlawn, TN 
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2017 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST-SHARE & TECHNICAL 

2019 

Conservation 

 Management  

Practices  

installed in  

Montgomery County 

2019 CONSERVATION PROGRAMS—COST—SHARE & TECHNICAL 

HUA Site Construction 

Cropland Conversion to pasture 

Streambank  protection with rock jetties 

Cover crops bordering streams 

Watering Facility & Heavy Use Area 
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The David E. Hinton  Scholarship 

 

The David E. Hinton Scholarship was created in 2002.  It is available 
to qualifying High School Seniors in the Clarksville-Montgomery 
County School System.  The applicant must be a graduating senior who 
plans to attend Austin Peay State Univer-
sity and major in an agriculture-related 
field (Ag-Business, Ag-Science, Ag-
Communications, Environmental Studies, 
Pre-Vet or Pre-Forestry). 

2019—CHEYENNE PRIEST 

graduate of  Montgomery Central High  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH, EDUCATION AND 
AGRICULTURE IN THE CLASSROOM 
 Conservation Education is a Very Important job for MCSCD.   

To educate people of all ages, in both rural and urban areas, to appreciate natural resources and 

learn how to conserve those resources for future generations.  Through conservation education, 

people develop the skills necessary to understand the complexities of natural resource problems.  

MCSCD, along with the partnerships of Five Rivers RC & D, The Tennessee Division of Forestry, 

USDA-Farm Service Agency, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, University of TN 

Extension and neighboring Soil Conservation Districts provide education and outreach in a fun 

way to learn about local soil and water resources to both youth and adults.  Through classroom 

presentations, workshops, and field days MCSCD can share how to recognize resource concerns 

and how to address them with conservation practices. 

Few people think about the importance of soil, but it provides us with a lot more than just stable 

ground.  Healthy soil gives us clean air and water, plentiful crops and forest, productive range-

land, diverse wildlife, and beautiful landscapes.  Each year MCSCD proudly recognizes some of 

those who strive toward Conservation practices, and those who support Agriculture and Conser-

vation efforts. 

2019 OUTREACH & EDUCATION 
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The Montgomery Co. Soil Conservation District together with the Kiwanis Clubs of Clarksville, hosted their 65th 

Annual Conservation Awards Banquet & Farm-City Program on November 5, 2019.  Each year the District, 

Downtown Kiwanis, Hilldale Kiwanis, Montgomery Co. Farm 

Bureau, Montgomery Co. Conservation Club, and the Clarksville 

Chamber of Commerce recognize those who have shown 

exceptional efforts in conservation and agriculture, conservation 

education, and agricultural educational contests in Montgomery 

County. 

Montgomery County Soil Conservation District Chairman, Johnny 

Head and Kiwanis Club Agriculture Committee Chair, Chris 

Lanier, opened the program welcoming a full crowd.  County 

Mayor Jim Durrett presented a Proclamation for Nov. 2 – 8, as 

Soil Conservation & Farm City Week.  The proclamation honors 

“those that have made outstanding contributions to conservation and 

agriculture in our community.”  A special guest appearance and 

comments were made by Sheldon Hightower, USDA-NRCS State 

Conservationist. It was a great 

opportunity to host the State 

Conservationist in Montgomery 

County.  Kiwanis club member, 

Terri Martin provided the 

invocation before the meal and 

Brusharbor Revival Bluegrass Band 

provided entertainment during the 

meal. 

We would like to say express our gratitude to those that have continually supported this banquet, so that we may 
encourage and honor the efforts of our 4-H and FFA students and farmers in Montgomery County! Without you, this 
would not be possible: 

CUMBERLAND BANK & TRUST 
F & M BANK 

FARM CREDIT 
LEGENDS BANK 
PLANTERS BANK 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
2019 ASSOCIATE SPONSOR – NUTRIEN 

 

2019 OUTREACH & EDUCATION 
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2019 OUTREACH & EDUCATION 

 

MASTER CONSERVATIONIST AWARD 
Tom Cook 

Presented by John Bartee, Jr., F & M Bank 

CONSERVATION PROGRESS AWARD 
Nick Greene 

Presented by Mike Rainey, Legends Bank 

CONSERVATION EDUCATOR AWARD 
Megan Clegg, NWHS 

Presented by Dottie Mann, Hilldale Kiwanis Club 

OUTSTANDING FARM FAMILY AWARD 
The Thomas Family 

Presented by Keith Bennett, Clarksville Chamber of Commerce 

LESTER SOLOMON AWARD 
Jesse Reynolds 

Presented by Steve Taylor, Montgomery Co. Conservation Club 
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2018 OUTREACH & EDUCATION 

2019 ENVIROTHON 
 

 

 

 

 

Three teams of Montgomery County students 

competed in this year’s 26th ENVIROTHON which took 

place in April at the River Bluff Park in Ashland City, 

TN.  Sixteen teams of students were tested on their 

skills and knowledge of our natural resources in this 

contest sponsored by the Montgomery Co. Soil Conser-

vation District & Five Rivers Resource Conservation and 

Development Council.   

The competition was divided into five categories: wild-

life, forestry, soils, aquatics, and special category:  Agri-

culture and the Environment: Knowledge & Technology 

to Feed the World.  Northwest High sending one team, 

one team from Clarksville High, and one team from 

Montgomery Central High.   

First place & Second place went to Montgomery Bell 

Academy (Davidson Co) with Montgomery Central High 

(Montgomery Co) placing in third place.  Finalists went 

on to compete in the State Envirothon at the Clyde-York 

4-H Center in Crossville, TN.  Each year State finalists 

move on to compete at the National Envirothon, this 

year to be held in Pocatello, Idaho. 

For more information or to prepare for next year’s com-

petitions, contact Nancy Holt, 931-368-0252 x 3 

or nancyl.holt@usda.gov. 

MONTGOMERY CENTRAL HS 
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2019 LAND JUDGING CONTEST 
 

 

 

Each year the MCSCD sponsors a soil judging contest 

for high school students in order to promote Agricul-

ture in the Classroom.  This year’s competition took 

place on the APSU Farm home site in September.  

Four pits were dug to enable student teams to use 

their soil judging skills to identify different layers 

within the soil, different textures and their land use.  

Winners were awarded at the Annual Conservation 

Banquet in November. 

2019 OUTREACH & EDUCATION 

1st PLACE 4-H LAND JUDGING TEAM 
Katie McCall, Datin Pendergrass, Elayna Martinez, Mary Grace Key 

presented by Johnny Head for Farm Bureau of Mont. Co. 

 

1st PLACE FFA LAND JUDGING TEAM 
CHS—Megan Summer, Logan Thurman, Will Comperry, Nina Cates 

presented by Johnny Head for Farm Bureau of Mont. Co. 

 
2nd PLACE FFA TEAM 

MCHS—Devon Bowles, Jacob Nicholson, Allie Baccus, Emily Greene 

 presented by Dustin Daniel, Nutrien  

 

2nd PLACE 4H TEAM 
Kenwood HS—Tyarah Yambo, Oliver Hickman, Elana Adkins, Peggy Hinson 

 presented by Dustin Daniel, Nutrien  

 

OVERALL HIGHEST LAND JUDGING SCORE AWARD 
Will Comperry, CHS 

presented by Johnny Head, Farm Bureau  
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2019 WILDLIFE JUDGING CONTEST 
 

 

 

 

In conjunction with the Montgom-

ery County UT Extension Service, 

Tenn. Wildlife Resources Agency, 

and the Hilldale Kiwanis Club, this 

year’s Wildlife Judging contest for 

students entailed planting a wildlife 

mixture of annual crops for wildlife 

consumption.   Students were re-

quired to plant (1) five pound bag of 

seed.  Seed was provided this year 

by Kentucky Lake Chapter of Quail 

Forever in Henry County. 

2019 OUTREACH & EDUCATION 

 
 

1st PLACE YOUTH CONSERVATION  
WILDLIFE CONTEST 

 
Kiley Poole, CHS FFA 

 
presented by Wesley Sumner, Downtown Kiwanis Club  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd PLACE YOUTH CONSERVATION  
WILDLIFE CONTEST & Best Records Kept 

 
Baylon Thomas, Montgomery 4H 

 
presented by Wesley Sumner  
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The Montgomery County Soil Conservation District is a division of the State of Tennessee 

government and is organized under the authority of the Tennessee Soil and Water 

Conservation District Act of 1939.  Montgomery County’s District was established by a 

special referendum of county landowners in September 1944. 

The Soil Conservation District (SCD) works with the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) to provide technical and financial assistance for landowners and 

agricultural producers in Montgomery County. 

Our Team 

2543—A   MADISON STREET 

CLARKSVILLE, TN 37043 

Ph:  931-368-0252 x 3 

Fax:  855-575-2948 

An equal opportunity provider and employer 

USDA - NRCS  

mailto:kevin.m.hart@usda.gov
mailto:janet.coleman@usda.gov
mailto:louis.boyd@tn.nacdnet.net
mailto:nancyl.holt@tn.nacdnet.net

